


 

 

MEMORANDUM            
 
 
To: Ethan Shaw, Chair-Camden Planning Board 
 Camden Planning Board 
From: Jeremy P. Martin 
Date: July 8, 2021 
Re: Continuation of Public Hearing on Proposed Amendments to Off-Street Parking Requirements in 

the B-1 and B-TH Zoning Districts  
 
 

At the Planning Board meeting on June 17th, The Planning Board (PB) continued the Public Hearing 
on proposed amendments to Article X. Performance Standards, Part II Section 4. Off-Street Parking and 
Loading Standards to July 15, 2021.    The accompanying proposed ordinance amendments take into 
account the comments that the board was broadly in support of on the 15th.   You will note that all 
restaurants, bars and lounges regardless of size or seating capacity would be exempt from off-street 
parking requirements in the B-1 and B-TH.  I have also removed the proposed off-street parking 
exemptions for churches, schools, and places of public assembly, theaters, and halls.     
 

PB member Brosius-Scott requested a provision where the PB could determine on a case-by-case 
basis what off-street parking requirements would be for churches, schools and places of assembly.  I 
reviewed this request with the Town Attorney and both he and I concur that that type of standard would 
be inappropriate for the PB in their review of projects.  Waiving or reviewing on a case-by-case basis is 
not the purview of the PB.     The existing ordinance has provisions in place where an applicant can go to 
the Zoning Board of Appeals to waive certain off-street parking requirements.  Therefore, I did not draft, 
nor am I proposing any ordinance amendments to address Ms. Brosius-Scott’s request for case-by-case 
review by the PB.     You will also note, the addition of B-TH to Article X, Part II Section 4 (1) (C) (5), which 
was added to provide for consistency in the B-1 and B-TH when there is a change of use. 
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